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This half term has got the new school year off to a good start. Thanks for your support with the new drop off procedure in the
mornings.
Below are a few reminders for you:
-Please continue to drop off and collect as planned—these new arrangements are making a much calmer start to the day.
-Due to a rise nationally, in COVID cases, please wear a face covering at the end of the day if you can; this can help protect others.
-Remind your children to use good hand-hygiene and wash them or sanitise when they get home, after using the toilet, before and
after eating and if they have sneezed and used a tissue.
-The staff are available at the end of the day if you need to chat with them.
We hope you have all found the parent consultations useful this week. Follow-up notes will be sent out very soon, once the staff
have completed all contacts. These notes will be useful in keeping track of your child’s progress and any issues raised so we can
work together effectively.
School Development
This term has seen new staff and routines settle in. It has been a pleasure to get to know the children, and many of you a little
better; I would like to continue to build these relationships. I hope that after the half term, if cases of COVID settle down too,
to be able to have some parent drop in coffee/chat sessions—more on this after half term.
Part of the senior leadership team’s activities this term have been looking at learning behaviours, and our provision in school.
We have seen some fantastic attitudes, super worth ethics and some great work being developed. The children are always
keen to chat and are beginning to focus more on explaining what they are learning, not just what they are doing. The children
at Southery Academy are generally happy, chatty and keen to help.
However, we have found that many pupils struggle to work independently and lack the confidence to stick at a task without
asking for help—this may well be connected with how we have had to live in the last 18 months and being in bubbles has
meant that some whole school practices have relaxed. In order that we can effectively improve these learning behaviours,
and develop our teaching approaches we have put in place some changes to our tracking for pupils with additional needs and
to our routines and expectations. Training and development for staff is also being developed as part of our programme.
We hope that a more consistent approach throughout the school will be beneficial to our children. The new IEPs recently sent
out for pupils with additional needs, are a shorter version of the detailed plans parents discussed last term. We will review
targets in a 6 weekly cycle.
In addition, we have introduced regular handwriting practice where each class will complete patterns, letters and words,
providing a link between handwriting and spelling. Presentation of work also is an area we are working on to help our children’s sense of pride and achievement.
General behaviour is being challenged in school; whilst pupils may not like having to modify habits, unhelpful and disruptive
behaviours are being tackled as an matter of urgency. We will be having conversations with parents too and hope we can work
together to improve self-esteem, and a great sense of achievement. We hope to introduce a Record of Achievement with all
children after half term—some have already started and this is having a great impact. We are already seeing a good response
and improvements in the ‘sense of community’, although for some this can cause anxiety as we come out of our bubbles. .
We are currently putting together plans for the next half term and would love your input. Please look out for our update on
developments and how you can give us your views and work with us. I would like to thank the FOSA group for their super support this year already. A range of super activities has been organised for our children starting with the creation of a remembrance display-look out for this after half term.
Finally, I would like to thank our staff team for their hard work and flexibility this term. We have been so unlucky with illness
and have had to ask staff to work out of their normal class routines. The staff team has really pulled together to ensure that
familiar staff work with our children to keep routines going and reassure them. We hope that all staff will be fit and well after
half term.
Enjoy a good half term week and stay safe and happy. I sincerely look forward to sharing more of our future plans and involving you more as partners in your child’s learning and development.
Take care, Elaine Huntington, Executive Principal.

Lost Property At the end of year, we had a tremendous amount of ‘Lost Property.’
We always check the lost property for a child’s name, however it is quite rare that
we actually find one. Uniform can be very expensive therefore please ensure all
items of your child’s uniform are NAMED so that lost items can be given back to
their owner.

Dates For Your Diary
Useful site for online safety
www.nationalonlinesafety.com

22nd October 2021
Last day at school
1st November 2021
Children back in school

Attendance
There are 190 school days per year, leaving
175 free for other activities. Please do not allow your child to miss important days of learning. Unless it is absolutely necessary Our
aim this year is to exceed 97% attendance.
Our Attendance Procedures can be found on
our website.
Please be aware that the local authority
may fine for unauthorised leave.
This half term Attendance 91.63%

29th November
Flu Immunisations
6th December
Year 6 Measurement Program

17th December 2021
Last day at school
4th January 2021
INSET day
5th January 2022
Children back in school

Can we please ask that children arrive on
time?
Late arrivals will cause disruption in the class.
Many thanks.

Wrens—87.44%
Lapwings—93.45%
Swans—90.34%
Kingfishers—93.22%

Thought for the month
A smile is a curve that
sets everything
straight

PE timetable for this term - For the time being we continue to ask your child to come into school wearing their
PE Kit on their PE day. This arrangement may change at a later date.
The expectation is that your child wears a team colour T Shirt, navy or black shorts, black plimsoles or trainer. A navy or black tracksuit, leggings or Jumper can also be worn. Its essential that all earrings are removed
or tape provided if they can’t be taken out.

Tuesday

Lapwings

Wednesday

Kingfishers

Thursday

Wrens

Friday

Swans

Poppies will be on sale after half term. We also have some wrist bands, slap bands and clip on poppies.

