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[bookmark: flexi-schooling-policy]Flexi-Schooling Policy
[bookmark: policy-statement]1. Policy Statement
Emneth Academy and Southery Academy recognise that in some circumstances parents/carers may wish their child to access a combination of school attendance and home-based education. This arrangement is known as flexi-schooling. A flexi-schooling arrangement allows a child to remain on the school roll and attend school for part of the week, with the remainder of their education delivered by parents/carers at home.
There is no legal right to flexi-schooling. The decision rests solely with the Executive Principal, Elaine Huntington, who will consider requests on a case-by-case basis. The academies reserve the right to decline or withdraw an arrangement if it is deemed not in the best interests of the child or the school community.
[bookmark: legal-framework]2. Legal Framework
· Parents/carers are legally responsible for ensuring that a child of compulsory school age receives a full-time, suitable education (Education Act 1996).
· Flexi-schooling differs from Elective Home Education (EHE) as the child remains on the school roll and attends part-time.
· Attendance on home-education days will be recorded as authorised absence (attendance code ‘C’).
[bookmark: requesting-flexi-schooling]3. Requesting Flexi-Schooling
· Parents/carers must make a written request to the Executive Principal, Elaine Huntington, outlining:
· The reasons for seeking flexi-schooling.
· Proposed attendance pattern (days in school and at home).
· Plans for the child’s education at home.
· The Executive Principal may request additional information and/or meet with parents to discuss the proposal.
· Decisions will be communicated in writing.
[bookmark: agreement]4. Agreement
If approved, a written agreement will be drawn up between the Academy and the parent/carer, setting out: - Attendance pattern. - Responsibilities of the school and the parent/carer. - Curriculum coverage and how continuity will be maintained. - Monitoring and review arrangements. - Safeguarding responsibilities. - Conditions for withdrawal of the arrangement by either party.
[bookmark: responsibilities]5. Responsibilities
[bookmark: academy]Academy:
· Deliver curriculum and support while the child attends school.
· Record attendance in line with statutory guidance.
· Assess and report on progress related to in-school provision.
· Maintain safeguarding responsibility while the child is on school premises.
[bookmark: parentscarers]Parents/Carers:
· Deliver high-quality education at home on agreed flexi-schooling days.
· Ensure continuity and coherence with the child’s school learning.
· Provide evidence of learning at home if requested.
· Safeguard the child during home-education days.
[bookmark: Xcf83324769796c0d26e7dbea5c09f52f6237a59]6. Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
For pupils with SEND or an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), flexi-schooling requests will require consultation with the Local Authority to ensure statutory provision can be met.
[bookmark: monitoring-and-review]7. Monitoring and Review
· Flexi-schooling arrangements will be subject to termly review.
· Either the academy or the parent/carer may request a review at any time.
· The arrangement may be withdrawn if:
· The child is not making expected progress.
· Attendance or safeguarding concerns arise.
· The arrangement is no longer manageable or in the child’s best interest.
[bookmark: safeguarding]8. Safeguarding
The Academy retains a duty to safeguard children while they are on school premises. Parents/carers are responsible for safeguarding during home-based education. Any safeguarding concerns will be managed in line with Academy policy.
[bookmark: complaints]9. Complaints
Parents/carers who are dissatisfied with a decision may follow the Academy’s Complaints Policy.
[bookmark: policy-review]10. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or earlier if there are changes in legislation or Department for Education guidance.
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